Bridges in Mathematics Grade 1

Unit 1: Numbers All Around Us

In this unit your child will:

B Quickly recognize how many objects are in a
collection (up to 10), without counting from 1

B Identify 1 more and 1 less than a given number

B Explore number combinations that add up to 5

and 10
B Countby 1s, 2s, 5s, and 10s

I Make and read simple graphs using pictures and tally marks

Your child will practice these skills by solving problems like those shown below.

PROBLEM COMMENTS

Use the number rack to show 7.
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“l used 5 red beads and 2 white beads. That makes 7.”

The lessons in Unit 1 are designed to help students
develop number sense. Students use number racks

first to represent numbers and later for addition and
subtraction. The number rack is a math tool made up of
2 strings of 10 beads; each string is broken into a group
of 5 red beads and a group of 5 white beads. These
groupings invite students to think in groups of 2, 5, and
10, rather than counting by 1s.

How many dots do you see? How many more dots are needed to make 10?
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Ten-Frame Dot Card QcMe002 Ten-Frame Dot Card QcMme002

The number 7 shown two different ways on ten-frame cards.

The ten-frame, like the number rack, helps children
make mental pictures of numbers in various ways. On
the first card, students might see that 7 is made up of
4 and 3. Or, they might see 6 and 1 more. On the next
card they might see 7 is made up of 5 and 2, or 4 and
3. Students begin to understand how two parts make
a whole (the sum). By counting the empty boxes on the
ten-frame, students can also see how many more are
needed to make 10.

€X  Show 4 on the ten-frame.

4+1=_05

Now show 1 more.

Study each number line carefully. Fill in the missing numbers.

12 03 46 7 810 1

Counting from 1 and then from any given number
provides practice in adding 1 more. Counting
backward provides practice in subtracting 1 less.
Understanding this will help students recognize
number relationships and help them count on to add
(4+3is4...5,6,7) and count back to subtract (8 - 2 is
8...7,6).

© The Math Learning Center 1018 1

www.mathlearningcenter.org

Parents and teachers may reproduce this document for classroom and home use.



Grade 1, Unit 1: Numbers All Around Us

PROBLEM COMMENTS

answer the questions.
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Popsicle Tallies page 1 0f 2

Note to Families -

Count how many tally marks there are in each column of the tally chart to

A first grade class vot
how many votes each flavor got.

Cherry
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1 How many votes did Cherry get?
2 How many votes did Orange get?
3 How many votes did Grapeget?

4 How many votes were there in all?

ed on their favorite Popsicle flavors. They used tally marks to show

Nuestros sabores favoritos de poletas
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Students use graphs, tables, and tally marks to

count, interpret, and discuss data. These graphic
representations help students ask and answer
questions about the information using mathematical
vocabulary like more than, fewer than, and equal. Tally
marks encourage grouping and counting by 5s, while
sticks on a twin-pop encourage counting by 2s.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT UNIT 1

Q: Why do some of these activities look like what my child did in kindergarten?

A: This unit reviews mathematical concepts explored in kindergarten while introducing and establishing
routines that will be used in first grade. This review helps teachers assess students’ skill level and plan future
lessons in the days and months to come. Time spent on learning expectations and procedures is essential—it
helps build a cooperative community of learners where students work together to build mathematical concepts.

© The Math Learning Center 1018

2

Parents and teachers may reproduce this document for classroom and home use.

www.mathlearningcenter.org



